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OPIUM_SMUGGLING IN THAILAND CONTINUES: KMI' TROOPS BIAMED

[gummary: This r2port on opium smuggling in Thailand, gives
information from Chinese-language newspapers published in Bangkol,
Thailend. I% notes the increamsing efforts of the Thai police to
suppress opium smuggling and meations Chinese Communi.t press ac-
cusations thot KMT troops in the Thai-Burmese border areas ere
engaged in smuggling.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended characters _7

. The editorially independent Chung-yuan Pac of 20 September 1652 claimed that
tightening of police &nd customs control inm the Chiang Rai area during the past
Yyear has forced opium smugglers to shift their operatione from the Chiang Rai-
Lampang route to Chiang Mai. saugglers active in Chiang Mei obtain their opium
in Bwma border area around Mong Hang, said the paper. The paper added that
Mong Hang 18 neerer Chiang Mal thar Ch'ing-shu (1) and Tacnilek, two places in
Burma which have been the chief sourc=e of supply for the Chinnz rai-lLampang
route. The paper attributed the high proces im Mong Haug te che Chiness Natione-
list occupation of the town. The high pr.ces are said tc be responsitle tor
attracticg many people from Chiang Mai, whe take their goods te Mon; Hang, re-
turn with opium, and reep huge profits sellivg the zuntrabapnd in Tasiland.

According to a report from Chiang Msl in the 22 September Communist Ch'uan-.
rin Pao, sbowt 100 khaki-clad youths ‘nationality not mentiioned/ marched fear-
lessaly through Muang Fang, on 16 September, while a wachine-gun unit blocked all
main traffic routes as they passed. A police official's conjecture, said the
paper, 1s that these "troops,” carrying new-model weapons, were probably re-
turning from a compivted oplum-smugglizg aission.

Indicatiops that Thail authorities are taking positive steps to eradicate
emuggling were noted in an 18 September Chung-yuan Pao report of a brigadier
general being sent ncrth by Bangkok police to survey the oplum-smuggling situa-
tion, The psper predicted that on his return the officer wauld recommend the creatin
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of a special police unit to stuay thw Chirng Mad apd Lempsng routes as well as . } ‘ E

the geography of the area. Ipnadequate knowledge in this respect was blamed by
the paper 1or poor results in the past. = vhe same issue of the Shung-yuan Pao :
wes & report from Chisng Mai that large-s % cpium smugglers who had virtually T
25X1 A controlled Phrao | | had abandored the ¢ily under pressure of in- .
tensive police &ctivity and military investigations and that conditions in that ‘
c¢ity had been restored to normel. The report also mentioned police detention :
of a Mae Porg ward leader in Phruo on suspicion of having comnections with the
smugglers. -

The Chung-yusn Pac on 19 September suggested that efforts to eliminate
smuggling would be more effective if the Thel govermment would provide other
employment for the opium carriers, mnst of whom are educeted young paople.

Police discovery of 2.8 million baht worth of smuggled opium during a search
of the Mae Salit district of Bam Tak was revealed in the _Ch'uan- of
26 September. Of this there were U5 tins of protessed opium and k6 tins of raw
opium. The paper added thet two Thals were srvegted ae suspected owners.

Tue Chung-yuen Pac attempted te cleur the Thinese of major responsibility
for smuggling in & feature article in its 22 Tentember issue, The real leaders
in smuggling, aczording to that srticle, are wct the Yunnanese, who merely carry
the contraband across the border, but the wealihy dealers in Lampang who obtain
large sums of momey [lor the opium they ship to Bangkok. The Yunraresge, the
writer explained, are mistakenly identified v:th smuggling mainly because those
who participated in it earound Chiang Msi had praviously geined notoriety for
their daring in transporting opium from Burms to Thailsnd, Further evidence sup-
porting thic theory, added the writer, is that some smuggiers who have been
captured or killed were not Chinese.

A huge smuggling ring in northern Thniland is supported by the Kuo (2)
Tribe, according to A statement 1in the Chuug-vuan Pao of 27 September attributed
to Thai authorities. The paper s2id that mer from this tribe, equipped with
nevw-model weapons, were reported to hsve escaped aftfer having fired 30 shote at
special police who tried to intercept them.
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